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Society annual Iris Show will be johnsoncountyirisanddaylilysoci-

held Saturday, April 21 at the JN
Long Cultural Arts Complex Gym,
425 Granbury, Cleburne. The
show will open to the public after
the judging is complete at 1:00.
This year’s show theme is The
World’s Fair of Iris. Besides all
the beautiful iris stalks entered in
the competition, entries are also
entered in the artistic design class
with their interpretation of this
theme. The 5 design classes are 1.
New York City, the “Blue City”, 2.
Chicago, the “White City”, 3. San
Antonio, the “Sunshine City” and
for the novice class (those who
have never entered or won a blue
ribbon) 4. Seattle, the “Rainbow
City”. There is also a class for
Youth (anyone under 19 years

old) 5. “It’s a Small World”. The
show is open to anyone who
wants to enter—either single
stalks or artistic designs. There is
no entry fee. The show rules are
available on our website:

ety.org/wp-
uploads/2018/03/2018-JCIDS-Show
-Schedule-1.pdf

After seeing all the beautiful color
of the irises, you will certainly
want to take some home with
you. There will be a sale of pot-
ted irises from 1-4. Don’t miss this
opportunity to see all the color
and beauty of the irises and take
some home for your garden.
Photos of some of the irises that
will be offered for sale are in this
newsletter.

Club members are asked to ar-
rive at JN Long between 4 and 6
p-m. Friday, April 20th to help
with setting up the room for the
Saturday Show.

What is a Tall Bearded Iris? by Vicki Howard

Here is a little information from
the Judges Handbook:

It is a bearded iris that is above 27
% inches in height with branched
stalks and typical blooms later
than most of the smaller bearded
irises.

The foliage of a tall bearded
should be crisp, erect and of suffi-
cient width. This is what you see
most of the year it shouldn’t be
discolored or have leaf spots.

You should plant them 12” to 18”
inches apart. This way you
shouldn’t have to divide but eve-
ry 3 years. They should put on 3
to 5 increases per year.

They need good drainage
as they don’t like wet feet.

The stalk should hold the
flower up over the foliage.
The stalk should have 2
branches and the terminal.
They should bloom for 2

weeks. And have 7 buds on them.

Just thought you might want to
know this.
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Officer and Committee Chair Reports

President’s Report
by Vicki Howard

i\ Well Spring is finally here!!!
| hope everyone is starting
to see iris blooms. | have had 2
median irises blooming and have 1
tall bearded bloom stalk so far.
The registrations for the Regional
Meeting are coming along very
well. If you plan on attending
please get your Registration in to
Dan, who is our Registrar. We are
limited to 64 people in the main
meeting room and registrations
stand at 32 as of now. Also, if you
have anything you would like to
contribute for the goodie bags,
please bring to Anita so every-
thing can be put into the bags.
Anita has done a wonderful job on
the bags and they look great.
The nominating committee is
working on getting new officers
for next year. This is not an easy
task. If someone asks you, consid-
er taking an officer position, they
know you can do it. We are all
here to help. Without officers, we
cannot continue to have a club.
We all need to work together to
make this one fun club.
Happy gardening.

Program Chair Report
by Kathy Wade

Twenty-three members were in
attendance and enjoyed fun, food
and fellowship. One visitor, Dell
Perry, presented a PowerPoint
entitled Principles of Floral Design
with an emphasis on artistic ex-
pression. Bill and Susan Page won
the AIS drawing while Wayne and
Gailmae Suite won the AHS.

Show Report
by Karen Singletary

feel more like the train in
the tunnel with the headlight.

Anyway it should be a great show
with everyone's help and hard
work. See you the Friday before
the show to do setup. And Thank
You ahead of time for all your
work.

Treasury Report
by Dan Cathey

Bill and Susan Page of $35.00 total-
ing $65.00. There was no activity in
petty cash during the month. End-
ing balance for March totaled

$5,700.65: checking $5,505.93, Pay-
Pal $94.65, and petty cash $100.00.

Regional activities to date are: 32
registrations, $2,080.00 registra-
tion income, and $250.00 dona-
tions.

Hospitality Report

by Gailmae Suite

‘ﬁ No report submitted.

Membership Report
by Anita Goodale

MEMBERSES The Johnson Coun-

ty Iris & Daylily Soci-
ety met for its
monthly meeting on Saturday,
March 10, 2018 in the conference
room of the United Cooperative
Services building in Cleburne.

S
1® Our beginning balances
‘.__'b_were checking - $4,631.07,
— PayPal - $59.65, and petty
cash - $100.00 for a total of
$4,790.72. Expenses in checking
were: Peggy Cathey - reimburse-
ments for newsletter printing
$26.28 and postage $6.00, Dell
Perry - speaker stipend of $100.00,
credit card service fees of $4.86
for regional registrations, and a
transfer to PayPal of $100.00 for a
total of $237.14. Income for the
month:  $17.00 in raffle sales,
$845.00 for regional registrations,
and $250.00 donation from the
Belton Iris Society for regional ex-

penses for total income of
$1,112.00. PayPal expenses
were: AHS membership for

Wayne and Gailmae Suite of
$30.00 and AIS membership for

p Qﬁl—jj\} At last year’s show

we had breakfast
= snack foods (fruit,
(donuts, Danish, etc.) in the morn-
ing and then around noon we had
sandwiches, chips, cookies, etc. If
someone is kind enough to bring a
bag or 2 of ice, please bring a cooler
to keep it in. Thanks! Those who
signed up on the sheet were: Peg-
gy & Dan-cookies, Sue Ripley-
cookies & brownies, Randy Thomas
-cake, and Mary & Jerry-sweets.

Region 17 Iris Shows

April 7- Waco Iris Society
Iris Society of Dallas
Ft. Worth Iris Society
April 14-East Texas Iris So.
Benson Iris Society
April 15-West TX Iris Society
April 21-JCI&DS
Belton Iris Society
Iris Society of Dallas
Texoma Rainbow IS
April 22-Lone Star Iris So.
April 28-South Plains IS
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Johnson County Iris & Daylily Society, Minutes of Regular Meeting
by Laura Smargiasso, filling in for Vickie Rigby, Secretary

March 10, 2018. Call to Order by
Vicki Howard at 10:10 a.m.

The Minutes were read by Laura
Smargiasso and approved.

The Treasurer’s report was provid-
ed in the newsletter.

Anita Goodale reported there
were 23 Members present; no
guests. She shared that Braum’s
approved the donation of bags
needed for the Region 17 Meeting
and presented two nicely decorat-
ed bags as examples.

Peggy Cathey reported that regis-
tration for the Region 17 Meeting
is up to 26 for a total of $1,690.
She reminded everyone that the
AIS National Convention Tours
were filling quickly.

Karen Singletary, Show Chair, dis-
tributed the Iris Show Schedule
and reviewed the theme for Artis-
tic Design entries. She reported
there was still a need for an Artis-
tic Design Chair, Peggy Cathey vol-
unteered; and Hospitality Chair,
Gailmae Suite volunteered.

Vicki Howard asked for volunteers

for the Nominating Committee.
Anita Goodale would like to con-
tinue in the office of Membership
and volunteered to be on the
Nominating Committee.  Mary
Keeth and Randy Thomas also vol-
unteered and were thanked.

Laura Smargiasso announced that
Tuesday, March 13, from 7 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. was a Volunteer Work
Day at Winston Patrick McGregor
Park Iris Garden.

Bill and Susan Page were the AIS
Winners; Wayne and Gailmae Suite
were the AHS Winners.

Brian Goodman won the Raffle.
Meeting Adjourned at 10:20 a.m.
Refreshments were enjoyed.

Dell Perry presented a program on
Artistic Design with both Power
Point and live demonstrations of
arrangements with helpful tools
and techniques.

Respectfully Submitted by Laura
Smargiasso on behalf of Vickie
Rigby

Addendum: Randy Thomas and
Laura Smargiasso cleaned the Iris

1 Garden at
¢ McCreg-
gor Park.
There
remains
¥y some

# weeding
ef and
cleaning
of the iris
R clumps to

4 PN

Winston Patrick McGregor Park do

Iris Garden from the South End

Randy

: Discov-

g ered the Minature
Dwarf Bearded
g clump of ‘AAAH’
blooming and within
the clump Laura spot-
ted a decorated
rock from the
Cleburne Rocks
group. The adults
4 have as much fun as
1 the children regular-
g ly hunting down or
creating this art-
Cleburne Rocks  WOTK across the City

found among the Of Cleburne.
irises

Aaah, Sutton
2009
MDB, Re

Spring Sale by Gailmae Suite

Each year after our Fall sale, mem-
bers are given iris rhizomes to pot
up for the Spring sale. Hope you
have done your part and will have
irises to bring to the show for our
sale. All pots of irises should have
at lease 2-3 rhizomes (fans) in

them. Please make sure they are
clearly labeled. Also, please let
Peggy know what you are bringing
so photos will be available at the
show. You may call your list in to
her at 254-854-2558 or e-mail:
iris.daylilies@gmail.com

~ e

Kitchen Sink Too
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Show Preparation Begins in the Garden by lenn Huddleston

When you hear the term “show
prep”, you generally think of the
night before the show and the
time spent grooming the bloom
stalk and positioning it in a con-
tainer. Based on past experienc-
es, | would say “show prep” be-
gins in the garden ten days before
the show. Actually, it starts earlier
than that when you consider
weeding, fertilizing, etc., but
that’s another article.
This article will focus on the ten
days leading up to the show.
e 10 Days before the Show:
Begin with a prayer for warm
s weather and light winds.

6:/ Now go into your garden

A\ and write down the names

¥4 and locations of irises that

have bloom stalks 12” tall

or taller (for TB’s). These are

the only irises that will have

time to mature and bloom for

the show. Also note things

like straightness of the stalks
and branching.

e Day 9—Daily, check on identi-

fied stalks. At the base of se-

; lected stalks, use an

insecticide  approved

for chewing insects, if

cutworms are suspect-
ed.

e Day 8—Daily check:
inspect stalks,
leaves, buds, and
branching for in-
sects, cracking, |
etc.

o Day 7—Daily check: If a stalk
has a slight curve, you might

try a stake attached to
the stalk to correct the
problem. Use padding
between the stake and
the stalk. Stalks are
| brittle and will snap if
~ forced too much.

e Day 6—Daily check: Look at
branching and bud angle.
Styrofoam wedges can be

Carefully

used to widen narrow
angles. Bud color
should be evident in
irises with taller stalks.
Day s5—Daily check:
Start recording color in
the bud, tip color, 1/2
bud color, and full bud color
with tight buds.  Full bud
opening will generally occur 3
to 4 days after tip color.

Day 4—Daily check: By now,
get serious and eliminate from
consideration bloom stalks
not worthy of show
competition.
Day 3—Daily check:
From this point for-
ward it is up to you
to make the call on
cutting the irises
since bright sunny
days and warm
nights  will speed
bud development.
Fully developed
buds can be cut ear-|
ly, however refrigeration is a
must to slow the flowering
process.
Day 2—Daily check: Cut stalks
that show promise, place
stalks of all cut irises in fresh,
clean water and hold at room
temperature. Place a tempo-
rary variety label on each cut
stalk.  Bud openings
Ml should begin  soon.
|l Slow opening buds can
be placed in a warm
environment  without
direct heat to speed up
the opening process.
At 10:00 a.m. today,
show judging is 24
hours away. Tonight
you will go through the final

show prep of your entries.

Day 1—SHOW DAY. Be careful
how you transport your en-
tries, try your best
to eliminate move-
ment of the stalks
and never let the
blooms touch.
Have patience and
good luck at the
show.

A few Grooming Tips

Cut bloom stalks for exhibition
as close to the rhizome as pos-
sible (this can be done up to 2
days in advance)

Carefully wipe fingerprints
from stalk with a soft cloth or
tissue.

Check for insects or spots on
flowers and remove with
moist cotton swab

Complete the show tag—both
top AND bottom and attach to
bottle with rubber band (this
is easier to do if done before
flower is placed in the bottle)
Place stalk in green bottle/
vase with enough water to
keep flower fresh

You may use any unobtrusive
material in the mouth of the
bottle to hold the stalk
straight (pieces of stalk work
great)

Best positioning in the bottle
is 1/3 bottle, 2/3’s flower stalk.
It should look balanced, not
leaning, too tall or too short.
If too short, use a smaller bot-
tle

Remove spent blooms, includ-
ing the ovary located in the
spathe, do not remove spathe
If leaves have brown tips, you
may remove up to 1/4”, keep-
ing the same line of the leaf-
no blunt cuts

Do not remove a side branch
unless it will be below the lip
of the bottle
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Artistic Design TIpS by Peggy Cathey

Getting volunteers to make Artistic
Designs for our Iris Shows is al-
ways the hardest thing the Iris
Show Chair has to do. Everyone is
terrified to do one. | hope the fol-
lowing tips will make things easier.
Give it a try.

Supplies: Gather all your supplies
in the week(s) prior to the show.

PYY

1. Contalner—ﬂat is better than
tall and vertical. Not too big,
not too small.

2. Niche—Be sure to purchase
the size designated in the
show schedule (24” wide,
12.5” deep, 36” tall). You can
now find them in many differ-
ent colors. You may also cover
the back section with cloth.
You want the color to show off
your flowers, not over-power
them.

3. Some way to hold your flowers
in the container—wettable
foam (like Oasis®) (do not get
dry foam for artificial flowers)
or a pin frog.

4. Florist clay or Stickum® to hold
the pin frog in place.

5. Figurine to help tell your
“story” (not too big and not
too small)

Plant material: Gather your line

and filler material the day before

and “condition” by soaking in a
bucket of lukewarm water over-
night.

1. Line material—use odd num-
bers. Should come close to 1”
from the top of your niche. (If
too short, you could use a riser
to lift the container from the
base of the niche.) Think
about the 3 bears—Poppa
bear (tallest) Momma bear
(middle) and Baby bear
(shortest)

2. lIris—use odd numbers of
blooms. Could all be on 1 stalk
or on multiple stalks. Three is
a good number. (Use same 3
bear idea as above) Don’t over
do. For proper balance, have
your smallest flower at the
top (could even be a bud) and
your largest flower near the
bottom. Also, don’t mix colors
if possible. They don’t all have
to be the same, but should be
harmonious. Lightest flower
on top, darkest on bottom to
give balance.

3. Filler—use to complete your
design. You need to cover
your “mechanics” (the pin frog
or foam) and some to fill in
open spaces in your design.

4. Add your figurine. If it has a
face, it should be looking into
your design to make it a part
of it, not just something stuck
in. You should only use 1 figu-

rine. You are not building a
“scene”, you are making an
artistic design and your figu-
rine should be part of the de-
sign. Use a 3Xs5 index card
with the title of your design
and a brief description of what
you are trying to convey to the
judges.

JCI&DS uses AlS Exhibition Judges
to judge our shows. There is not a
lot of train-
ing for judg-
ing the artis-
tic  designs.
A design
should  be
“artistic” not
look like an
FTD® flower
arrange-
ment. Don’t
over do. (I
am bad to
keep adding more and more fill-
er—don’t do that). | was told to
step back and look at your design.
Check for balance (nothing leaning
that shouldn’t be), all fresh materi-
al (nothing limp or folding), and
before you are done, remove
something. Keep it simple.

For a more in depth tutorial on
Artistic Design, please go to the
AIS website http://irises.org/
Member_Services/ais-toolbox-
design-tutorial.html

Artistic Design Division by Karen Singletary

We still have openings in the Artis-
tic Designs. Please consider doing
one for the show. Give me a call
so | can reserve a spot for you:
817-507-7722.

Class 1: New York City “Blue City”
Dan Cathey

Karen Singletary

2 openings left

Class 2: Chicago “White City”
Peggy Cathey

3 Openings left

Class 3:
City”
Mary Keeth
Anita Goodale

San Antonio “Sunshine

2 openings left

Class 4: Seattle “Rainbow City”
(Novice)

Randy Thomas

3 openings left

Class 5: It’s a Small World (Youth)
4 openings left

Please help fill these openings
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Daylilies & AHS Region 6 by Peggy Cathey

Dan and | took a road trip the end
of March and drove to Alvin, TX
(SW of Houston) to attend the
Lone Star Daylily Society meeting.
Their speaker was Nikki Schmith,
immediate past president of the
American Hemerocallis Society.
She is a great speaker and if you
ever get a chance to hear her, |
hope you will take it.

The Houston area has a bad daylily
rust problem. There was a long
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discussion about what to do about
it. There is a new product from
Dow Chemical called Dithane that
was a good contact spray as it
doesn’t burn the leaves of the
plants as Daconil sometimes wiill.
For a systemic fungicide, they use
Cabrio. Cabrio is pretty expensive,
so the club bought it for distribu-
tion among the members. They
recommended spraying every 10-
14 days, alternating products, until
the rust is under control. If there
is a plant that just always seems to
get rust and spreads it to all the
other plants in the area, they said
to dig it up, put it in a plastic bag
and send it out with the trash, no
matter how much you like the
flower. We don’t have a huge
problem with rust here, but it is
around. We had one area get it
bad late in the summer last year.
Another preventative is to remove
any leaves that have rust on them.

Removing and cleaning up the old
leaves in the early spring will also
help keep the spores from spread-
ing. Cold states don’t usually have
a problem because the cold Kkills it.

There was discussion about the
Region 6 Meeting which will be
held May 17-19 in Lake Jackson,
sponsored by the Brazosport Day-
lily Society. Judges Training for
Exhibition Clinic Il and Il are being
offered on Thursday along with
Garden Judges Workshop | & II.
Workshop I will be held in the
Roberts-Garrett garden beginning
at 12:30 with the classroom Work-
shop 1 being held at the hotel on
the return from the garden. If you
would like to attend any of the
training classes, please let David
or Nancy Freshour know as soon
as possible: (979) 285-9664;
nfreshr@aol.com.

It was also mentioned that each of
the Region 6 Clubs are asked to
provide a club “gift basket” for
the boutique raffle. The basket
which collects the most tickets will
receive $300 to purchase daylilies
for their club. The basket value
should be at least $150. | would
hope that our club would partici-
pate by bringing items for a gift
basket. This could be garden
tools, yard art, daylilies, local wine
& honey, items that represent
Cleburne or Johnson County. If
you want to help fill our basket,
please bring your donations to the
Iris Show in April or the May meet-
ing. If we can’t fill a basket, |
would hope that we can support
our Region 6 and the meeting
host by donating money to help
with the expenses of putting on a
Regional Meeting.
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Daylilies Color Spring Much More Often Than Name Implies by ban Cathey

Editor’s note: The following article ap-
peared in the March 14th issue of the Wil-
liamson County Sun, the local newspaper
in Georgetown, Tx.

The daylily is in the plant genus
Hemerocallis, which translates
from Greek to two words,
“beauty” and “day.” This is very
descriptive since the flower is of
great beauty and lasts only one
day. Oh goodness, why would |
want to grow something that only
lasts one day? | will answer that
shortly but first, know that the
daylily is not a lily at all. Lilies come
from the genus Liliaceae. Daylilies
make a much better landscape
plant. How so? The American Hem-
erocallis Society (AHS) offers us
these enticements: “The daylily is
sometimes referred to as the per-
fect perennial because it is: e
available in a rainbow of colors
and a variety of shapes and sizes.
e able to
care in a wide range of climates. e
suitable for all types of land-
scapes. ¢ drought tolerant when
necessary, with few pest and dis-
ease problems in most gardens. ¢
adaptable to various soil and light
conditions. ¢ known to bloom
from late spring until autumn.” To
these comments | would add the
daylily provides landscape foliage
appeal even when not blooming,
requires almost no maintenance,
will live and multiply for many
years and is a wonderful “pass
along” plant you can share easily
with friends and relatives. Even
though the bloom lasts only one
day, an established daylily clump
can send up multiple flower stalks
each of which can bear as many as
30 blooms over a period of 30 to
45 days in the spring and then po-
tentially bloom again and again
until frost and every morning

offers ‘“fresh” flowers for your
enjoyment. Daylilies bloom in al-
most every imaginable color and
combination of colors only lacking
in a pure white and pure blue alt-
hough daylily hybridizers are get-
ting closer to those all the time.
There are also several different
flower forms to suit almost every-
one’s tastes. There are currently
more than 80,000 registered day-
lily cultivars out there so there is
no shortage of plants from which
to choose. Your best choices for
buying plants is from your local
daylily club’s annual plant sale
since these will be plants that are
grown right near where you live
and are already proven to perform
well. Generally, the best bargains
will be found at these local sales
as well. The greatest variety will
be found on the internet, just
search for “buy daylilies” and you

S UT VI Vi beblefwHeimddSvttYgrowet

offerings, most complete with
photographs, descriptions and
“how to” advice. The biggest
problem you will face is picking
the ones you will purchase since
you are going to want almost all of
them. The best source for learning
about these plants is the AHS and
the “Frequently Asked Questions”
section of their website which can
be found at www.daylilies.org/
AHSFAQsNew.html. North Cen-
tral Texas is a prime area to grow
these beauties. The prime bloom
season is from early May to late
June. | had flowers in my daylily
beds in 2017 from mid-February
through early December. A little
supplemental watering during the
prime bloom season is always ap-
preciated as is a little shade from
our afternoon sun, but the daylily
can pretty much take what Texas

has to offer. Give them a feeding
of a balanced fertilizer 30 days
before the expected bloom sea-
son and again in the fall and they
should reward you with many,
many blooms and increases in the
number of plants in your garden.
To help decide what varieties you
may want for your garden the fol-
lowing are recognized descrip-
tions for daylilies: Size: (refers to
the flower) Daylilies have four cat-
egories of bloom size: ¢ Minia-
ture: Flowers under 3 inches in
diameter. ¢ Small: Flowers from 3
inches up to 4 % inches in diame-
ter. e Large: Flowers from 4 %
inches up to 7 inches in diameter.
. Extra Large:
and over in diameter Height
(refers to the height of the flow-
ers scape or stalk) Flower scapes:
e Low: Scapes f
high. ¢ Medium: Scapes from 24
fo 3(>einches high. e Tall: Scapes
more than 36 inches high. Foliage
Size: Can range from 6 inches to
over 36 inches. Habit: ¢ Decidu-
ous: Leaves die completely back in
winter and reemerge in spring.
Evergreen: Leaves retained
throughout the year. ¢ Semi-
Evergreen: Leaves which are not
exclusively deciduous or ever-
green. Hardiness: The cold-
hardiness of daylilies is quite varia-
ble. To avoid risk of losing a culti-
var, choose daylilies which others
have grown successfully in yours
or similar climates.

Dan Cathey lives near Hillsboro and has
been growing daylilies there for 20 years.
He and his wife Peggy are accredited judges
for the American Hemerocallis Society in
both exhibition and garden judging. He is
an amateur hybridizer of daylilies. Dan cur-
rently grows approximately 400 registered

cultivars and as an amateur hybridizer has
300 plus seedlings in cultivation.
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of the American Iris Society

An affiliate
And the American Hemerocallis Society

Meetings held 2nd Saturdays at 10 a.m.
United Cooperative Services
Community Room (in rear of bldg.)
3309 N. Main St., Cleburne, TX

Vicki Howard, President
Peggy Cathey, Newsletter Editor
iris.daylilies@gmail.com
254-854-2558

Join JCI&DS today!

Only $15 per year ($25 per couple, $10 for
youth). You may join at a meeting, down-
load membership form from our website,
or send a check with your name, address,
phone number and e-mail address to:

JCI&DS Membership
425 Granbury St.
Cleburne, TX 76033
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http://johnsoncountyirisanddaylilysociety.org/
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Word Search: 2018 Dykes Beardless Iris Nominations by peggy cathey

Aztec Prince (AB)

Bay Street (CA)

Brash and Bold (AB)
Castor River (SPU)

Dick Redfield (Spec)

Do the Math (Spec X)
Eye to Eye (AB)

Foggy Days (CA)
Ginger Twist (SIB)
Humors of Whiskey (SIB)
Jin Yu (Spec)

John’s Fancy (JI)

Judy, Judy, Judy (SIB)
Line Dancing (SPU)
Missouri Morning (SPU)
Oh So Pink (JI)

Our Friend Dick (LA)
Prince of Egypt (AB)
Ruth Wilder (Spec)
Sand Dancer (AB)
Seminole Sunrise (LA)
Sugar Dome (JI)

Who's On First (Spec X)
Xerxes (AB)

One name

was
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